The Pope and Italy             ns
was still some years before active negotiations could begin.
There were months, and indeed years, when the Fascist!
declared that the Vatican was behind their rivals, the
Popular Party, and there were plenty of anti-clericals in
the Fascist Party. There was many an outrage on Catholic
priests, Catholic institutions, and everything connected
with the Church. The Pope protested vigorously, but
always in a very different tone from that of pre-War days*
Mussolini replied that he must be given time to control
the enthusiasm of all his supporters* He never once
showed any feeling that he sympathised with them. He
made many overtures to the Church, such as the insistence
on religious education in the schools, the restoration of the
Crucifix to Government buildings and offices, the pre-
sentation of the invaluable Chigi Library to the Vatican,
and so forth.
Mussolini was a dictator: there was now no need for a
democratic agreement in a Parliament; it began to look as
if something could happen. I quote, from The Tablet in
19 2 3, a letter from Rome showing the feeling at that time:
"Catholics here have been taking full advantage of the new
atmosphere in which they live, the possibility of practising
their religion in the light of day. The first and greatest
event was the wonderful Eucharistic Congress and pro-
cession through the streets of Rome last year. The Corpus
Christi processions in Rome were another sign, and there
have been many Eucharistic Congresses called regional,
one in the Prati in Rome this Spring, and one last week
just outside the city in the surburban diocese of Frascati.
It is what a recent pastoral letter of the Bishop of Lombardy
called happily the Catholic Awakening. Religiously these
celebrations are the same, locally they differ in atmosphere